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E. 0.11652: N/ A 
TAGS: SNAR, MX 

SUBJECT NARCOTICS: HERBICIDE RESEARCH PROJECT 
REF: MEXICO 2420 

1. RESPONSES TO QUESTIONS RAISED IN REFTEL FOLLOW: 

A. PROPOSED REORGANIZATION OF USG DRUG ENFORCEMENT 
AGENCIES ( DEPT. CA 2946, APRIL 4, L973) DOES 

NOT EFFECT USDA NARCOTICS RESEARCH PROGRAM OR 
HIGH PRIORITY OF SUBJECT PROJECT. 

B. ALL SUBSTANCES PROPOSED FOR EXPERIMENTAL FIELD 
TESTING IN MEXICO ARE COMMERCIALLY AVAILABLE 
CHEMICALS PRESENTLY USED AS HERBICIDES IN CROP 
PRODUCTION IN THE US AND ELSEHWERE; NONE OF THESE 
WAS USED FOR MILITARY PURPOSES IN VIETNAM; 
ACCEPTABLE SELECTIVITY CHARACTERISTICS ARE KNOWN 
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FOR THESE CHEMICALS BASED ON STANDARDS SET BY THE 
US ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY. 

C. TO OUR KNOWLEDGE, DR. JORGE NIETO IS THE ONLY 
MEXICAN SCIENTIST WHO HAS VISITED BELTSVILLE TO 
REVIEW NARCOTICS RESEARCH. HE REVIEWED OUR TOTAL 
PROGRAM AT BELTSVILLE. WE HAD NO FIELD PLANTINGS 
AT THAT TIME. 

2. SUGGEST EMBASSY EMPHASIZE TO CASTRO Y CASTRO THAT 
WEED CONTROL RESEARCH IS BEING DONE IN MEXICO 
AND THAT PROPOSED PROJECT WOULD EXTEND COVERAGE TO OPIUM 
POPPY AND MARIHUANA. DATA GENERATED IN GREENHOUSE AT 
BELTSVILLE MUST BE CONFIRMED IN FIELD EXPERIMENTS 
SUCH AS ARE PROPOSED IN MEXICO PRIOR TO POSSIBLE 
DEVELOPMENT OF A PROGRAM, WHICH COULD BE MADE AVAILABLE 
TO ANY INTERESTED COUNTRY, FOR CHEMICAL CONTROL OF 
ILLICIT PRODUCTION OF NARCOTIC PLANTS . ROGERS 
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